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Tourism emerges largely unscathed
from Madrid bombings

DORA Spain's vital fourfst
ndsiry has not only skir=
vived the horrific \eia:ch
bornbings in Madrid,

also| giown dunng the nrsi

fduarter. according 0 @
qtuqv released yesterday.
Spain‘s fourism  industry
Uik evercame! the fall-
woul of the aftacks that killed
almos 200 peonle, S
Joss Lus #oraca;  chied
agecltive afficer 6 Excaliu,
a lobby group of 22 of the
country's.  main
graups and companies,
"Madnd: lteurism) s onithe
track t0 3 prompt recovery
Infull" e safd, reporting
Seclor growiy ofF bobveen
thres and four per cant Al

e Gilobal Travel and Tour-

fRmSwitimie i Gatar;
Zaretia A thar without
the-alfacls, felrisn grovii

ourist

would Faye pesn “extrdor
dinarily good", describing
the firsl three months of the
year as a ‘balancing
mont’

Toursm ip 'Spain  had
K{Jngeﬂ 13 pen ent in
arch 2003 wikn thE
y of the LSed fnva-

[au
sion at |rag,

“The Spanish  tounsm
industry  has,  feor  {he

moment; managed 1o elide
far more suecessiully than
was axpecied the eilects of
the svents of March 11, par-
ticularly whaht compares
with results of other toursts
destinatiang which In the
lash theee vears [INew: Yok
Bali, Kenya Dierba Mos-
cowl have suffered similar
disasters,” says.the rahor,

“would sesm the effacts
wefe cuineentrated

exclusively an the! city af
Matlnd and  were oply
natioral indestinations with
a groater presence af. long-
dlstarice lnurisls:

‘I tourist areasinf the Metl-
terranedn coasl and lhe
Balearic and' Canayy lstands
. lite fmpach fiés been heg-
ligible." says the busines
evaluation biesed on a sl
vey Jof 111200 tourist con-
cems and nifleial datistics.

Ohly 344 per cent noted
an effett on salesinthe'days
following the blasts and for
dlmost hdlf of thise lhe
mpact was [ess ithan five
percent and that had been
recovered by April 8,

Fewer thap & quarier syi-
fered losses of more than: 10
percent,

i Madrid. 82 pericen of
tourst  operators suffersd

Sales Jusses - 30 percent of

them teported a fall of more
30 per cefit And 62 por
cenl ol accommodation
lisiness in the capital suf-
fered 2 short femy sales:
frop.

Some 61 per seny of
Magrld iotel, operators had
ot returmed o normal sales
three Wweeks affer..

Tourist business storks had
liowever retavered bn the
Macdriel hourse ‘withiny days
antl in some cases sur
passed {avels prior 1o Mareh
2

With 523 million tourst
afrivals i 2003 — rearly
hall of itherm Brtwm and

Germans — the: industry
acealimts for 12 per cent of

Gross Domestic |Praduee in

Spain and 1,5 million direct

{otis — ARP
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