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Hacienda has announced that it is to increase the number of civil servants working on real 
estate fraud to 2,000, that’s 500 more than previously. The number represents about 40% of 
all tax inspectors, sub-inspectors and other professionals. 
 
Despite record numbers of visitors up 4.5% at 58.4 million, Spain saw a fall in tourist income 
last year of 2.8% according to industry professionals. The income from tourism last year has 
been put at 35.97 billion. The numbers were given by José Luis Zoreda, vice President of the 
Alliance for Tourism Excellence, EXCELTUR, which represents 30% of the top tourism 
businesses in the country. 
 
The day before the Gas Natural is expected to withdraw from the take over battle for power 
company Endesa, the President of the Catalan regional government, José Montilla, has 
indicated that there was an anti Catalan part to the bid. The ex Industry Minister added that 
there were determined circles of political influence who had not wanted to lose control of the 
company. 
 
The new mobile phone operator, Yoigo, has said that unlike the other operators it will not be 
increasing its prices when the new rounding up law comes into effect on March 1. After that 
date phone companies will no longer be able to charge you for a whole minute or 30 seconds 
if you call lasts less time than that. All the other three operators, Movistar, Vodafone and 
Orange, have now said they will be increasing their connection charge to compensate for 
their loss in income following the law’s introduction. Consumers organisations and some 
ministers have been calling foul. 
 
The BBVA bank has announced profits up 24.4% compared to 2005. The bank made 4.736 
billion €, but much of it was made from the selling of businesses shares. The bank 
management described the numbers as their best results in history and said that they were 
thanks to a strong increase in business volume. 
 
The Euribor interest rate has ended January above 4%, it’s highest level since 2001. This is 
the rate used to calculate most mortgage rates in Spain, and it means the average mortgage 
here will now see an increase in monthly payments of almost 100 €. 
 
And finally, 
The Constitutional Court has ruled in favour of a supermarket cashier who had asked to work 
just three days a week so she could look after her child who is under six years old. She had 
asked Alcampo to be allowed to work just Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday and the court’s 
ruling is based on an item in the Spanish Constitution which says that no discrimination can 
take place because of sex, the protection of the family and infancy. 
The UGT union who acted on behalf of the cashier is now calling on other workers in a similar 
situation to ‘defend their rights’. 
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