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“If we could have put up 100 por-
table rooms here on the side of
the building, we would have had
them full throughout Easter,”
says one of the managers at the
four-star Hotel Jacaranda in a re-
sort in Tenerife.

Upbeat reports like this have
been common of late in Spain’s
tourist industry. As the country
struggles to emerge from its
worst financial crisis in decades
— the worst is over but there are
no great things on the horizon —
tourism is keen to re-establish it-
self as the goose that lays the gold-
en eggs, and this is particularly
apparent in the seaside holiday
sector.

Spain is enjoying the offshoot
of the uprisings in Arab countries
such as Tunisia and Egypt, which
have diverted tourists and helped
fuel recovery in the Spanish in-
dustry. The main beneficiary of
this has been the Canary Islands
where overseas demand has been
strong at the start of this year.
Coastal areas have reported occu-
pancy rates of close to 100 per-
cent overEaster and the forecasts
of the hotel sector have improved
for the first time in three years.

Exceltur, the industry’s big-
gest lobby group, say that market
players have now raised their ex-
pectation for sector growth in
2011 to 2.2 percent, up from 1 per-
cent. The figure is nearly a full
point above the government’s 1.3
percent growth forecast for the
overall economy this year. The
state’s estimate is three times
higher than predictions by other
expert bodies, who predict more
modest GDP growth of around
0.8 percent.

According to Exceltur, the
tourism sector’s output rose 2.4
percent in the third quarter. The
figure tallies with those from the
Tourism and Trade Industry’s
Frontur survey that put the num-

ber of foreign arrivals at 3.6 mil-
lion in March, a 0.6 percent in-
crease on the previous year. This
follows annual rises of 4.7 per-
cent in January and 4.3 percent
in February. For the first quarter
overall, the number of visitors

was up 2.9 percent at 9.1 million.
The number of visits from

Spain’s biggest markets, Britain
and Germany, stayed low in the
first threemonths of the year, but
that was more than offset by a
jump in visitors fromScandinavia
and Italy of 11.7 and 10.9 percent
respectively. Spain’s popularity al-
so shot up with the Dutch and
Belgians whose numbers
climbed by a fifth.

Those figures were backed by
data also released Monday by the
National Statistics Institute (INE),
which showed the number of
overnight stays in hotels by non-
residents had risen 13.5 percent
to 7.7 million as the occupancy
rate improved 4.5 percentage
points from a year earlier to 46.3
percent. Average revenues per
room also picked up despite a

1.0-percent fall in prices.
Significantly, however, over-

night stays by Spaniards in
March declined 4.5 percent, re-
flecting high unemployment,
heavy household debt, and a fall
in purchasing power. “It should
not be forgotten that the domes-
tic market continues to account
for half of total demand and
Spain has been in a situation of
stagnationor decline since the cri-
sis broke,” says Exceltur’s vice
chairman, José Luis Zoreda.

The tourism industry is huge-
ly important to the Spanish econo-
my, accounting for about 10 per-
cent of its GDP. It is also a signifi-
cant source of employment, but
analysts say it is too early to tell if
the surge in visitors has created
enduring jobs or a pick-up in sea-
sonal hiring.

Traditional sun-and-sand holidays in
Spain are back in vogue with foreigners
Output in the tourist sector forecast to triple that of broad economy this year

The National Competition
Commission (CNC)
day it has begun disciplinar
proceedings against
nese car manufactur
da Automóviles de
for possible anti-trust
ior in connection
pendent garages carr
repair and maintenance
work on Mazda’s
Spain.

The CNC’s investigation
was sparked by a
from an individual
acceptance of the
the manufacturer’
tee covering his
which had previously
maintained by an
dent garage.

The anti-trust
said it had access to
tion that suggested
tions of possible anti-trust
tivities on the part
These indications,
do not prejudge the
of its probe, the CNC

The CNC now
months to complete
ry and rule on whether
sanctions should be

Mazda’s response

Spanish news service
Press quoted Mazda
as saying the company
not follow any practices
could be deemed
against free competition,
expressed the conviction
the CNC investigation
vindicate this.

The sources said
tion at stake for the
was not that the
nance work had been
out by an independent
shop but the way
had been carried out,
was not in line
norms established
manufacturer.

The head of leading Spanish la-
bor union CCOO has predicted
Spain’s jobless rate will climb
above 21 percent in the first quar-
ter of this year with the number
of people out of work approach-
ing the critical five-millionmark.

In remarks to local radio sta-
tion Punto Radio on Monday, Ig-
nacio Fernández Toxo said the
unemployment figures showed
that labor reforms introduced
last year had evidently failed to
serve the purpose for which they
were notionally designed.
“When the economy continues
in a situation of lethargy, as is
the case in Spain, it is normal

Changes to the labor market
made it cheaper to sack work-
ers, and were aimed at breaking
the dual nature of employment
in Spain where those on perma-
nent contracts had generous sev-
erance allowances of up to 45
days’ pay for every year in ser-
vice, while those on temporary
contracts, which account for
about a quarter of all jobs, are
offered little coverage. This
leads to surges in unemploy-
ment during crises as compa-
nies rapidly shed temporary
workers.

The National Statistics Insti-
tute (INE) is due to release its
Survey of the Active Population
(EPA) for the first quarter on

percent, with 4.696 million out
of work. The unemployment
rate in Spain is the highest in the
European Union, and over dou-
ble the average rate in the
27-member bloc.

The Spanish government ear-
lier this month raised its esti-
mate for unemployment for this
year to 19.8 percent from an ear-
lier forecast of 19.3 percent. The
government believes the econo-
my will be growing at a pace
that will start to create jobs in
the second half of this year, and
estimates that the jobless rate
will drop to 18.5 percent in 2012
and 17.3 percent the following
year.

But Toxo on Monday said a
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jobless rate of over 21 percent
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Arrivals up in first
quarter as Italians,
Scandinavians and
Dutch flock to Spain

The domestic
market continues to
account for half of
total demand

26/04/2011

Tirada:

Difusión:

Audiencia:

 579.249

 444.300

 2.182.000

Edición:

Página:

English

6

AREA (cm2): 738,9 OCUPACIÓN: 68,5% V.PUB.: 21.401 NOTICIAS EXCELTUR


